
Standard Absent or 
unacceptable 

0-1

Below 
Expectations

2

Meets 
expectations 

for course
3

Excellent 
Exceeds 

Expectations
4

Standard 1 

Evaluates the 
proposed 
sample 
discussion 
based on 
previous 
learning.

Minimal facts 
and arguments 
are not 
supported by 
sources. Below  
expected 
graduate level 
performance.

Some facts 
and some 
support by  
sources.  
Below 
expected 
graduate level 
performance.

Evidence 
support that 
the entire 
sample was 
evaluated.  
Good support 
of facts from 
outside 
sources.  
Meets 
graduate level 
expectations.

Evidence 
suggests that 
entire sample 
was evaluated.  
Detailed 
analysis and 
excellent 
support of  facts 
from outside 
sources. 
Exceeds 
graduate level 
expectations.

Standard 2 

Compares the 
sample 
discussion post 
to guidelines in 
the resources.

Minimal facts 
and arguments 
are not 
supported by 
sources.

Some facts 
and some 
support by  
sources.  
Below 
expected 
graduate level 
performance.

Evidence 
support that the 
entire sample 
was evaluated.  
Good support of 
facts from 
outside sources.  
Meets graduate 
level 
expectations.

Evidence 
suggests that 
entire sample 
was evaluated.  
Detailed 
analysis and 
excellent 
support of  facts 
from outside 
sources. 
Exceeds 
graduate level 
expectations.

Standard 3

Identifies at 
least one 
change to the 
sample 
discussion.

Does not 
identify any 
changes.

Minor changes 
and some 
support by  
sources.  
Below 
expected 
graduate level 
performance.

At least one 
change 
identified.  
Good support 
of facts from 
outside 
sources. Meets 
graduate level 
expectations.

At least one 
change 
identified.  
Detailed 
analysis and 
excellent 
support of  facts 
from outside 
sources. 
Exceeds 
graduate level 
expectations.
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Standard Absent or 
unacceptable 

0-1

Below 
Expectations

2

Meets 
expectations 

for course
3

Excellent 
Exceeds 

Expectations
4

Written 
Expression 

Proper use of 
grammar, 
spelling, 
sentence 
variety, and 
expression.

All sources are 
cited properly.

APA Citation 
format used.

Meets 
expected 
length.

Many grammar 
errors and/or 
formatting 
mistakes.  
Sentence 
structure and 
variety does 
not meet 
expectations.

Sources not 
cited.

No reference 
section.  Does 
not meet fair-
use copyright 
laws.

Does not meet 
minimum 
assignment 
length.

More than 5 
obvious 
grammar 
errors.  Some 
thoughts and 
ideas are not 
cohesive due 
to errors.

Some errors in 
citing sources.

References 
meet minimum 
expectations. 
Does not fully 
meet fair-use 
copyright laws.

Somewhat 
meets minimal 
length, but 
lacks 
completeness 
of thoughts.

Few obvious 
grammar 
errors.  
Thoughts and 
ideas are 
generally 
cohesive and 
easily 
understand-
able.

Few errors in 
citing sources.

References 
meet 
expectations.  
Fully meets 
fair-use 
copyright laws

Meets length 
requirements 
and conveys 
complete 
ideas.

Clear and 
powerful 
expression of 
ideas.  No 
glaring errors 
in expression.

All sources are 
properly cited.

References 
fully meet 
expectations 
and fair-use 
and copyright 
laws.

Somewhat 
meets minimal 
length, but 
lacks 
completeness 
of thoughts.

Total Score - Final Score = 
Total Score/4
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